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The phonology of Proto-Indo-European and other reconstructed stages of Indo-European languages 

is rather well known due to a long tradition of research. However, there still are many unresolved 

problems and controversial claims. The aim of the course is to give an overview about the main 

issues, especially the phonological reconstruction of Proto-Indo-European and the most 

controversial problems in the early history of the different branches of Indo-European. Topics will 

include typology and reconstruction, IE vocalism, the so-called "laryngeals", the reconstruction of 

the stop series, the centum/satǝm problem, the question of "thorn", and syllable structure. 


