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While for a long time language-internal changes were at the heart of historical linguistic 

research, the past decades have seen a steady increase in interest in externally motivated 

changes, i.e. language contact. However, although the effects of language contact can often be 

deduced from changes observable in synchronic linguistic data, in the absence of historical 

records it can be very difficult to elucidate the sociocultural situation that gave rise to these 

changes. In such cases, molecular anthropological investigations can help shed some light on 

the past contact situation by providing evidence of earlier language shift, of intermarriage – 

often biased towards one or the other sex – or lack of intimate physical contact. In this course 

I will provide an introduction to molecular anthropological methods and illustrate the use of 

molecular anthropological studies for a better understanding of linguistic history and language 

change. 


