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Course description  
 

The aim of this course is to give to the students an overview of the Proto-Indo-European verbal 

system. It will describe the structure of the verbal form and offer a brief survey of the most 

important inflectional and derivational categories of the Proto-Indo-European verb from which the 

actually attested verbal systems of different Indo-European languages have developed. The course 

will present an overview of the person and number agreement (the main series of the verbal 

endings); moods, tenses and aspects; voices (active/middle) and valency-changing categories as 

well as primary and secondary present formations. The course will also briefly summarize 

hypotheses about the early Proto-Indo-European origins of some verbal categories, such as middle 

voice or stative. 


