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In 1963, Calvert Watkins stated that «syntax is notoriously ignored in most studies of
comparative and historical linguistics ». More than fifty years after this pessimistic statement,
there seems to have been in the last decades a kind of revival of the research on the historical
syntax of the Indo-European languages and on the syntactic reconstruction of Indo-European.
The course will aim at familiarizing the students with the basic issues of historical syntax with
special reference to Indo-European and the Indo-European languages. It will concentrate on
the comparative method applied to historical syntax (description, comparison, reconstruction),
on the principles of historical syntax (causation, gradualness, language contact, regularity,
directionality) and on the mechanisms of historical syntax (reanalysis, extension,
grammaticalization). All issues to be discussed will be illustrated by concrete examples both
from ancient and modern Indo-European languages.



