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Tat is a continuum of dialects spoken in the eastern-most part of the Great Caucasus, closely related
to Persian. Having been in contact with East Caucasian and Turkic languages for many centuries,
Tat has become ‘excentric’, showing the influence of genetically non-related languages in its
grammar at all levels to a certain degree (phonology, morphology, and mostly syntax), but much
less so in its lexicon. If compared with Persian, Tat is thus a good example of massive typological
divergence (from the South-West Iranian usual patterns), and some of its distinctive features
showcase clear instances of convergence with allogene patterns found in the surrounding contact
languages. Both viewpoints will be taken in turn in this lecture, in order to give both a smack of
Tat’s exoticity as an Iranian language and clues to its history as a relatively recent language of the
Caucasus.



