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STATE OF THE ART 
Old Hittite features three sentence initial connectives, nu, šu, and ta. According to the 
grammars of the language (cf. Friedrich 1960, Hoffner & Melchert 2008), these 
connectives occur either between two main clauses, as in (1), or between a preposed 
subordinate clause and its main clause, as in (2). When occurring in (1), nu, šu, and ta 
are often described as connectives signaling temporal sequentiality (cf. Luraghi 
1990), and their occurrence is arguably constrained by a number of morphosyntactic 
factors (Weitenberg 1992). The occurrence of connectives in (2) has received 
comparatively less attention by linguists, and still calls for an explanation. 

 
(1) DUMU.NITAMEŠ  a[-ap-p]a  URUNe-e-ša ya-an-zi nu   ANŠE-in    

son:NOM.PL   back   Nesa:ALL  go:3PL  CONN  donkey:ACC  

na-an-ni-an-zi  

carry:3PL 

“The sons go back to the city of Nesa, and they carry a donkey (with them).” 

 (Zalpa A Vs. 7-8 [StBot 17]) 

 

(2) ma-a-an  a-ap-pa=ma  URUNe-e-ša  [ú-a-n(u-un)]  nu   LÚ   

when    back=PTC    Nesa:ALL   arrive:1SG.PST  CONN  man    
URUPu-ru-uš-ḫa-an-da kat-ti=m-mi      [(pé-e-ḫu-te-nu-un)]   

Purushanda      with=1SG.POSS.DAT   lead:1SG.PST 

“But when [I came] back to the city of Nesa, [I led] with me the man from 

Purushanda.”  (Anitta Rs. 76 [StBot 18]) 

 

AIM OF THE RESEARCH 
The aim of this research is to look into possible motivations for 
the occurrence of connectives after subordinate clauses in Old 
Hittite, drawing from quantitative data extracted from a selected 
corpus of OH/OS texts. 

 

METHODS 

• Analysis of the frequency and distribution of connectives and 
subordinate clauses. 

• Evaluation of possible morphosyntactic constraints on the 
occurrence of connectives: 

o Verbal morphology 
o Participants’ continuity across the two clauses 
o Occurrence of clitics in the main clauses 
o Complexity of the subordinate clauses involved 
o Role of Weitenberg’s (1992) rules  

 

THE CORPUS 
Only OH/OS texts have been included: Zalpa’s text (Otten 1976 
[StBot 17]), Anitta’s text (Neu 1974 [StBot 18]), Rituals (Neu 
1980, 1983 [StBot 25/26]), Palace Chronicle (Dardano 1997), 
Laws (Hoffner 1997), Instruction (Miller 2013). 

RESULTS 

− The corpus contains 1516 independent 
clauses vs. 297 subordinate clauses. Of 
these, 74 are preposed and linked to their 
main clauses through connectives. 

− Overall, nu is the most frequent 
connective. Its frequency is significantly 
higher than ta only when it occurs after 
subordinate clauses. 

− Participants’ continuity and verbal 
morphology do not determine the 
occurrence of connectives. 

− When clitics occur, they take connectives 
as host in 95% of the cases. However, 
connectives occur in their cliticless form 
in 60% of the occurrences. 

− The frequency of connectives after 
complex subordinate clause is 
significantly higher as compared to the 
frequency after simple subordinate 
clauses in the text of the Laws. 
Connectives never link two subordinate 
clauses of different kind. 

− Weitenberg’s (1992) rules are violated in 
58% of the cases. 

 
 

DATA 

Table 1.: CONNECTIVES 
   nu ta šu 
MC-MC 136 123 48 
SC-MC 57 15 3 
Total 193 138 51 
 
Table 2.: CLAUSES 
Main clauses 1516 
Subordinate clauses 297 
Total 1813 
 
Table 4.: DISTRIBUTION AND FREQUENCY OF CONNECTIVES IN SC-C-MC 
Text mān takku kuis kuit kuitmān 

nu šu ta nu šu ta nu šu ta nu šu ta nu šu ta 
StBot 18 2 1 - - - - 2 1 - - - - - - - 
StBot 17 4 - - - - - 2 - - - - - - - - 
Chronicle 1 - - - - - 2 - - 1 1 - - - - 
StBot 25 7 - 5 1 - - 2 - 1 - - - - - - 
Laws 4 - - 23 - 4 4 - 4 - - - - - 1 
Instruction 2 - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 
Total 20 1 5 24 0 4 12 1 5 1 1 0 0 0 1 

 

Table 3.: FREQUENCY OF SC-C-MC STRUCTURES 
Text mān takku kuiš kuit kuitmān 
StBot 18 3/5 - 3/6 - - 
StBot 17 4/6 - 2/2 - - 
Chronicle 1/3 - 2/4 2/3 - 
StBot 25/26 11/42 1/1 3/6  - - 
Laws 5/10 26/185 8/18 - 1/1 

Instruction 2/2 0/1 - - - 

Total 26/68 27/187 18/34 2/3  1/1  

 


