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P L A C E  O F  R E S I D E N C E 
Respondents came not only from Belgrade, but from all over the country, especially from larger 

urban centers such as Novi Sad, Niš and Kragujevac. However, the two largest academic centers 

with the largest number of inhabitants were the most represented - Belgrade and Novi Sad. 

R e s e a r c h  r e s u l t s  -  r e p o n d e n t s : 
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INTRODUCTION 
The research conducted in Serbia was aimed, on the 

one hand, at determining the scope of using the 

selected vocabulary in specific slang meanings, and, 

on the other hand, at tracing the changes taking 

place in the spoken Serbian language since the 

publication of Petrit Imami Beogradski frajerski 

rečnik in 2007 in a revised and supplemented 

version. This work was a reference point and the 

base of meanings for the selected words used in 

Belgrade's urban slang. The selection was made on 

the basis of the semantic categories included in the 

index to the dictionary. They relate to various 

spheres of life, such as education, drugs, automotive, 

uniformed services, criminal activity, prison, 

anatomy, gender, sexuality, nationality, money and 

sleep. 

VUTRA - It turned out that this term, formed by inversion of the acuzative in the word trava, is 

the second most commonly used colloquial term among the selected words. The meaning as ‘grass’, 

‘marijuana’, ‘canabis’ or ‘hemp’ was recognized by 197 respondents. One person replied ‘IV 

(intravenous) heroin’, and another ‘cigarettes’. 

MURIJA - The term was commonly known among the respondents. Everyone agreed it as a 

definition of uniformed services - the police (200). People over 35 used the term ‘milicija’ (6), and 3 

respondents gave other colloquial terms for the police / policemen (synonyms): ‘panduri’ / 

‘panduracija’, ‘plavci’ and ‘kerovi’. The word murija is derived from the Italian word muro, which 

means ‘wall’, in connection with ‘being behind a wall’. 

ZVONKO SPASIĆ - The term is widely known, as many as 132 people replied that it was a school 

bell, and only a small number of respondents could not explain it. The study found that in addition 

to the primary meaning of the school-break ringing bell which saves the student from receiving a 

negative grade on the answer, a second meaning (not included in the glossary) has developed to 

denote any bell (at the end of the match, on the door or on the phone) or something another, which 

by analogy "saves from an unpleasant situation". 

DŽIBRA - Most of the respondents (102) correctly indicated the meaning associated with poor type 

of alcohol (or alcohol in general), especially rakija, or indicated the smell characteristic of the rakija 

production process. One person described the smell coming out of the chimney during the 

production of rakija, which is consistent with the etymology of the term from the Turkish cibre = 

'chimney'. A significant number of people pointed to the origin of the term from the fruit waste left 

after the production of rakija. One respondent associated the word only with the smell of overripe 

plum fruit. 72 respondents did not know the meaning of this term. 4 respondents pointed to the 

second dictionary meaning in slang, that is, a simpleton (‘peasant’, ‘uncouth, uneducated man’). 

The surprising response of 20 people was that it was a different type of stimulant related to 

smoking. 17 of them indicated the meaning of ‘marijuana’ / ‘weed’ or a poor type of it, 2 of them 

indicated ‘cigarettes’ and one ‘smoking’. 

LOKATOR - a relatively large group of respondents (38) recognized the term ‘drunkard’, 3 people 

gave a meaning not included in the dictionary – ‘informant’. Most respondents used the term for a 

navigation device, with some associating it with the military equipment used during the bombing 

of Yugoslavia in the 1990s. One of the respondents pointed to the beginnings of using this term for 

‘drunkard’ precisely in this period. 

SUVARAK - In this case also many respondents mentioned the normative meaning of ‘dry wood 

(for kindling)’ or ‘dry branch’ (31). 13 people knew the figurative meaning of a thin person. 10 

respondents gave the meaning of ‘cash’ (meaning 1 in Beogradski frajerski rečnik), and one person 

knew the term in reference to ‘poor yield when stolen from the pocket’ (meaning 2). A group of 4 

respondents indicated the type of meat, one of which described it as ‘dried and smoked pork ribs’. 2 

respondents knew the term as used in playing cards for ‘dry card’ (weak), the same number of 

people mentioned the meaning ‘male sexual organ (small sized)’. Single responses were: ‘poor man’, 

‘marijuana’, ‘leftovers’, ‘bad food’, ‘dry, uncooked food’ and ‘poor income’. The last meaning is 

probably a derivative of ‘poor yield from theft’. 

TRUDNA MARA - It was one of the terms that caused the respondents the most problems. 136 

respondents said they did not know its meaning. There were single answers: ‘pregnant woman’ 

(2), ‘pregnant mare’ (1), ‘obese woman’ (1), ‘a person with a beer belly’ (1), ‘a voracious person’ (2), 

‘marijuana (thickly packed?)’ (2) - by association with the abbreviation “mara", ‘cheating’ (2), ‘a 

woman who claims to be innocent and is not’ (1), ‘a woman who is not too intelligent’ (1), ‘passive 

and lazy person’ (1), ‘gullible person’ (1), ‘good-natured person’ (1), ‘grass sprinkled’ (1), ‘hard job?’  

(1). Nobody indicated the expected answer. 

A G E  O F  R E S P O N D E N T S 

 

The age group was represented by the majority of generations from 18 to 72 years  

of age. The largest number of questionnaires, as expected, was completed by  

the group aged 24 to 32, in particular 28-year-olds (14 people = 6.7%), 30-year-olds  

(13 people = 6.2%) and 24-year-olds ( 11 people = 5.3%). 

L E V E L  O F  E D U C A T I O N 

 

Most of the people declared higher education (71.3%). 9.1% of the remaining  

respondents declared secondary or higher vocational education.. 

G E N D E R 
The majority of the 209  

respondents were women (73.2%).  

25.8% of the respondents declared  

that they were male and 2 people  

chose the "other" option. One of  

these replies declared to be male  

in the comment, and the other  

wrote "lingvistkinja", suggesting  

the female gender. 

Research results - knowledge of the meaning of words: 
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