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The basics
Reading

The nominal system

Case (nom, acc, gen, dat, instr, loc, voc – abl has merged with
gen)
Number (sg, du, pl – very well-preserved dual)
Gender (m f n, animacy not a subgender yet)
ŏ, ā, ı̆, ŭ, ū and consonant stems
Adjectives: declined as ŏ-stems in the masculine and neuter, as
ā-stems in the feminine
Also long pronominal forms denoting definiteness
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Basic noun endings

singular dual plural
N -s, -ø -̆ı, -ĕ -ĕs
A -m -̆ı, -ĕ -ns
G(Abl) -s(-ad) -ous -ŏm
L -̆ı -ous -sŭ
D -ei -mō -mŭs
I -m̆ı -mō -m̄is, -ois
V -ø (with ablaut) – –
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Example paradigm: masculine ŏ-stems, singular

N isus-ż -ŏ-s
A isus-ż -ŏ-m
G(Abl) isus-a -ŏ-ăd > ād
L isus-ě -ŏ-̆ı
D isus-u -ŏ-ei > ōi
I isus-omž -ŏ-m̆ı
V isus-e -ø

Expected ending in nom/acc is -o, which is what we get in the
neuter ŏ-stems
Nom: possibly borrowing from the ŭ-stems (-ŭs)
Acc: ŏ possibly raised to ŭ before m (nasals dropped after
short vowels)
Dat: unclear
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Example paradigm: masculine ŏ-stems, dual

NA stol-a -ŏ-ĕ > ō
GL stol-u -ŏ-ous > -ous
DI stol-oma -ŏ-mō
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Example paradigm: masculine ŏ-stems, plural

N stol-i -ŏ-es > -oi
A stol-y -ŏ-ns
G stol-ż -ŏ-ŏm
L stol-ěxż -ŏi-sŭ
D stol-omż -ŏ-mŭs
I stol-y -ŏ-ois

-oi usually > ě, various theories about why it goes to i in
nom.pl. here
-ŏns > -uns > ūs?
-ois > expected i, unclear why we get -y in instr.pl.
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The verbal system

Person, number (including dual)
Tense: nonpast, aorist, imperfect, (future), periphrastic
‘perfect’ system using the l participle with byti ‘be’ as auxiliary
Mood: indicative, imperative, periphrastic conditional with
l participle and byti
Voice: active, passive (participle or reflexive-marked), reflexive
(middle)
Aspect: aorist : imperfect vs. derivational affix system
Non-finite forms:

Rich participle system (but no gerunds)
Infinitive
Supine
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Basic verb endings

primary secondary
athematic thematic

singular 1 -m̆ı -ō -m
2 -s̆ı -ei? -s
3 -t̆ı -t

dual 1 -vē
2 -tā
3 -te

plural 1 -mŏs / -mŏn
2 -te
3 -nt̆ı -nt
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Example paradigm: present tense

singular 1 mol-jǫ -jōm
2 mol-i-ši -̄ı-sei?
3 mol-i-tż -̄ı-t̆ı

dual 1 mol-i-vě -̄ı-vē
2 mol-i-ta -̄ı-tā
3 mol-i-te -̄ı-te

plural 1 mol-i-mż -̄ı-mŏs
2 mol-i-te -̄ı-te
3 mol-ętż -̄ı-nt̆ı
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The Codex Marianus
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The Codex Marianus

Glagolitic tetraevangelion manuscript of the Gospels from the
early 11th century
Recall that Cyril and Methodius translated the Gospels in the
9th century, so there is a considerable gap between the original
and the first manuscript(s)
With Codex Zographensis considered to be among the most
archaic OCS manuscripts
NB! What I’m showing you are transliterations of Jagić’s
cyrillic transliteration from glagolitic!
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Jh. 9.2

učitelju kżto sżgrěši. sž li ili roditelě ego. da slěpż rodi sę.
‘Rabbi, who sinned, this man or his parents, that he was born
blind?’
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The RUKI rule

The RUKI rule
s > x / r, u, k, i _ [-stop]
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The sigmatic aorist

singular 1 sżgrěši-xż -̄ı-s-ōm RUKI
2 sżgrěši -̄ı-s-s drop of final s
3 sżgrěši -̄ı-s-t drop of final st

dual 1 sżgrěši-xově -̄ı-s-o-vē RUKI
2 sżgrěši-sta -̄ı-s-tā no RUKI!
3 sżgrěši-ste -̄ı-s-te no RUKI!

plural 1 sżgrěši-xomż -̄ı-s-o-mos RUKI
2 sżgrěši-ste -̄ı-s-te no RUKI!
3 sżgrěši-šę -̄ı-s-n. t RUKI + 1. pal
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Jh. 9.3

otżvěšta is.
‘Jesus answered’

-ā-st > -a
note that the forms seen with the -i- class verbs was extended
to e.g. verbs with stems in -a- (no RUKI!)
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Jh. 9.3

ni sž sżgrěši ni roditelě ego nż da avętż sę děla bžiě na nemż.
‘Neither this man nor his parents sinned, but (this happened) so
that the works of God might be displayed in him.’

bog-̆ıj-ōs > božžja ‘God’s, tou theou’ (first palatalisation)
na nemž: na, cf. Lith. nuo, Gr. ana, Goth. ana; pronoun
should be jemž. But cf. *vŭn, *sŭn
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The pronoun *jž

masculine neuter feminine
singular N *jž *je *ja

A i (jž) je jǫ
G jego jego jeję
L jemž jemž jei
D jemu jemu jei
I imž imž jejǫ

dual NA ja i i
GL jeju jeju jeju
DI ima ima ima

plural N *i ja ję
A ję ja ję
G ixż ixż ixż
L ixż ixż ixż
D imż imż imż
I imi imi imi
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Jh. 9.4

mžně podobaatż dělati děla posżlavżšaago mę. donždeže denž estż
‘I must do the works of him who sent me as long as it is day.’
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Personal pronouns

1st p 2nd p reflexive
N azż ty –
A mene/mę tebe/tę sebe/sę
G mene tebe sebe
L mžně tebě sebě
D mžně/mi tebě/ti sebě/si
I mżnojǫ tobojǫ sobojǫ
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Jh. 9.4

mžně podobaatż dělati děla posżlavżšaago mę. donždeže denž estż
‘I must do the works of him who sent me as long as it is day.’
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Present tense of e/o class verb

singular 1 dělaj-ǫ -ōm
2 dělaj-e-ši -e-sei?
3 dělaj-e-tż -e-t̆ı

dual 1 dělaj-e-vě -e-vē
2 dělaj-e-ta -e-tā
3 dělaj-e-te -e-te

plural 1 dělaj-e-mż -e-mŏs
2 dělaj-e-te -e-te
3 dělaj-ǫtż -o-nt̆ı
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Jh. 9.4

mžně podobaatż dělati děla posżlavżšaago mę. donždeže denž estż
‘I must do the works of him who sent me as long as it is day.’

Past active participle suffix: nom -(v)ŭs-, elsewhere -(v)ŭs-j
posżlavż : posżlavżša
To get long form, just add *jž: posżlavżšajego
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Consonant stems, singular

N džn-ž -s
A džn-ž -m.
G džn-e -es
L džn-e -i
D džn-i -ei
I džn-žmž -m̆ı
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Jh. 9.4

pridetż noštż. egda niktože ne možetż dělati.
‘Night is coming, when no one can work.’

*nokt̆ıs > noštž
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i-stems, singular

N nošt-ž -̆ıs
A nošt-ž -̆ım
G nošt-i -eis
L nošt-i -ei
D nošt-i -ei(ei?)
I nošt-žjǫ -?
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Jh. 9.5

egda vż mirě esmż světż esmž miru.
‘While I am in the world, I am the light of the world.’
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Byti ‘be’, athematic present tense

singular 1 jesmž -m̆ı
2 jesi -s̆ı
3 jestż -t̆ı

dual 1 jesvě -vē
2 jesta -tā
3 jeste -te

plural 1 jesmż -mŏs
2 jeste -te
3 sǫtż -nt̆ı
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Jh. 9.6

i rekż plinǫ na zemljǫ.
‘After saying this, he spit on the ground’

Past active participle suffix: nom -(v)ŭs-: rek-ŭs-s > rekż (but
gen. rekżša)
plinǫ: 3sg aorist of pli-nǫ-ti. nǫ suffix sometimes occurs in the
aorist, sometimes not
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Jh. 9.6

i sżtvori brenie otż plinoveniě.
‘and made some mud from the saliva’
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Jh. 9.6

i pomaza emu oči brżnžemž.
‘and smeared his eyes with the mud’

oko : oči is irregular, expected *ocě, interference from očes-
consonant stem
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Jh. 9.6

i reče emu
‘and said to him’
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The sigmatic aorist II

singular 1 rěxż rēk-s-ōm RUKI
2 reče rek-es root aorist, 1. pal
3 reče rek-et root aorist, 1. pal

dual 1 rěxově rēk-s-o-vē RUKI
2 rěsta rēk-s-tā no RUKI!
3 rěste rēk-s-te no RUKI!

plural 1 rěxomż rēk-s-o-mos RUKI
2 rěste rēk-s-te no RUKI!
3 rěšę rēk-s-n. t RUKI + 1. pal
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Jh. 9.7

idi umyi sę vż kupěli siluamžscě. eže sżkazaatż sę posżlanż.
‘Go, wash in the pool of Siloam (which means Sent)’

Imperative ending from PIE optative -oi-: idi, iděte
Trigger 2nd palatalisation with velar stems: ržci, ržcěte
-žsk-ai > -žscě
Past passive participle in -n- (there are also ones in -t-).
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Jh. 9.7

ide že i umy sę i pride vidę.
‘So he went and washed and came back seeing.’

Present active participle: PIE suffix -nt- (cf. Greek, Latin)
Extended with -j- except in nom.sg.m/n
nom.sg.m. *vid-i-nt-s > vidę, but elsewhere *vid-int-j- >
vidęšt-
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The root aorist

singular 1 id-ż id-o-m
2 id-e id-e-s
3 id-e id-e-t

dual 1 id-ově id-o-vē
2 id-eta id-e-t=a
3 id-ete id-e-te

plural 1 id-omż id-o-mos
2 id-ete id-e-te
3 id-ǫ id-o-nt
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Jh. 9.8

sǫsědi že i iže i běaxǫ viděli prěžde ěko slěpż bě. glaaxǫ.
‘But the neighbours and those who had seen him before when he
was blind, said’
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Jh. 9.8

ne sž li estż sědęi i prosę.
‘Isn’t this he who used to sit and beg?’
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