TOCHARIAN 4:SYNTAX




WORD CLASSES: AN OVERVIEW

Open classes:
Nouns and verbs are heavily synthetic (rich amount of forms).

Adjectives are inflected, but a large group is uninflected, blurring
boundaries between adverbs and adjectives.

Adverbs have no specific marking.
Closed classes:
Demonstrative pronouns have a three-way dexis system.
Personal pronouns also have clitic forms.
Adpositions most frequent, prepositions do occur.

Verbal particles and auxiliaries occur, but they are not frequent.



TYPOLOGICAL OVERVIEW AND DISTINCTIVE
FEATURES

Basically left-branching (head-final).

Distinction human and non-human in the Agent — Patient marking.
Nominal paradigm is mixed synthetic — agglutinative.

Group inflection and lack of concordance of head and modifier in NPs.

Case-inflected adpositions and adverbials.




WORD ORDER

WORD ORDER. Preferred order of nominal structures: Quantifier — Adjective — Noun.

mdmtne  alydkyam prast-am  alak sam
just as other/OBL.SG.Ftime-LOC other/NOM.SG.M DEM.NOM.SG.M

pekant yamtracares wast-a lokit  yes
Painter mechanic/GEN.SG house-PERL  guest go/3SG.A.IPF

(TA,A5 a5, Punyavantajataka)



AGREEMENT

AGREEMENT: inflected adjectives agree, but only in primary cases.

(ors)s-am yantdrsi-nam somin-am
wooden-OBL.SG.FEM mechanical-OBL.SG.FEM  girl-OBL.SG
(TA,A5 bl)

tam orsindm somin-an-am

DEM.OBL.SG.FEM wooden-OBL.SG.FEM girl-OBL.SG-LOC
(TA, A5 b5)



GENDER

GENDER DISTINCTION in nouns and adjectives: masculine — feminine.

GENDER DISTINCTION in demonstrative pronouns: masculine — feminine
— neuter.

Gender detectable by adjective agreement.
GENDER ASSIGNMENT: semantic or morphological.

GENDER AND AGREEMENT CLASS: genus alternans agrees with masculine
in singular and feminine in plural.



NUMBER

DUAL: used for occasional pairs.

PARAL: used for natural pairs, such as feet, knees, or stable pairs, such as B oksaine ’a pair of
oxen’, B naktene ’the divine couple’.

PLURATIVE: Tocharian B, individualizes parts of a collective, e.g. B ostuw-aiwenta-ne ’in each and
every house’ (B ost ’house’, plural ostuwa, plurative -aiwenta, locative -ne).

samani no masar ostuw-aiwenta-ne
monk/NOM.PL now  in great number  house/OBL.PL-PLUR-LOC
kakakas takom swatsi-sco

cal/PRT.PTCP be/3PL.A.OPT eat/INF-ALL

“Many monks should be invited to the meal in several different houses”
(TB, IOL Toch 248 b5,Vinayavibhanga)



CASE — SPECIAL FEATURES

Difference between primary and secondary cases important, in
agreement, as well as in functions. Core functions=primary cases, non-
core functions =secondary.

Secondary affixes are more independent, e.g., in TB stress: Nom.Sg. B
yakwe ’horse’, Gen.Sg. yakwéntse, Perl.Sg. yakwe-sa, but Abl.Sg. ldkle-
mem, more frequent Idkle-mem.



CASE — SPECIAL FEATURES

GROUP INFLECTION: secondary cases can appear at the end of NPs:

sas wsasi sont : yetuncds
DEM.NOM.SG.M golden/NOM.SG.M street/NOM.SG jeweled/OBL.PL
kukl-as y k-ass onkdlm-as-yo

chariot-OBL.PL horse-OBL.PL elephant-OBL.PL-INSTR

(bodhisatva)p warts pdlkets triskds

Bodhisattva/GEN.SG  in abundance shining/Nom.SG.M boom/3SG.A.PRS

"The golden street is filled up, as it were, by adorned chariots, horses and elephants,
illuminated by the entourages of the bodhisattva.”

(TA, A 253 b2-3, Maitreyasamiti-Nataka)



CASE — SPECIAL FEATURES

Secondary cases can have a genitive between the noun and the case affix (in
special cases, such as dates, TB):

oktance bi$ men-antse -ne
eighth-OBL.SG five  month-GEN.SG LOC

Auwen sanki paintentse cdne dayor  wsare
new/NOM.PL Sanke ? coin gift  give/3PL.A.IPF

(TB PK DA M 507.5 a5, Non-literary)

”On the 5th day of the 8th month, the New Sarnke people donated coin [to the
Buddha].”



REFERENTIALITY

Tocharian does not have definite markers.

Both TA and TB distinguish three-way deixis on pronouns, by adding a
distinctive -m, -s, -m (see Morphology section).

Indefiniteness is marked by the forms TB Nom. ksa, Obl. kca, Gen.
ketara,and TA Nom. sam, Obl. cam, Gen. ke.



ADPOSITIONS

Adpositional phrases are less common than case constructions.
Several adpositions are frozen case forms.

Adpositions may be used to emphasize a location already expressed by a case

mdmtne kokassi lams tsopatsdm
just as ruddy goose/GEN.PL  king/NOM.PL  great/OBL.SG
wr-a esdk  ksaly ksalyac y-mam

water/OBL.SG-PERL over leaf/ OBL.SG  leaf/OBL.SG-ALL move-PRS.PTC.MP

"’Like the kings of the Koka-[birds] moving over a great water from leaf to leaf.”
(TA,A 155 al, Literary)



ADPOSITIONAL STRUCTURE

Postpositions are most frequent

Some adpositions can have both positions (pre- and
postposing).

Adpositions generally select for case, but they may select
for different cases, e.g.:

B emske Postp. + Oblique = "up to’, Prep. + Allative = "up to’,
Prep. + All. ’from ... away’, Prep. + Loc ="up and into’



ALIGNMENT

The Tocharian system is almost entirely nominative-accusative, with no
tendencies to other systems (ergative etc.), e.g. in a ditransitive construction:

samani asiyanamts pelaikne aksaske-m
monk/NOM.PL  nun/GEN.PL law/OBL.SG teach/3PL.PRS-CL.3PL

“The monks teach the Law to the nuns.’

(PK.AS. 8B a4)



CLITICS

Functions of the clitic pronouns, which correspond to
(except for |, DO of transitive verbs) the functions of the
genitive.

v > WP

DO of transitive verbs
|O with ditransitive verbs
Non-canonical A
Possessor

Agent in passive constructions



CANONICAL CASE MARKING

CANONICAL MARKING is Agent (A)=Nominative, Direct Object (DO)=
Oblique/clitic pronoun, Indirect Object (I0)=Genitive/clitic pronoun (see
previous example).

ankards lywa-ci
tusk/OBL.PL  send/PRT.ISG.A-CL-35G
”l have sent you the tusks.” (TA,A77 bl, Saddanta-Jataka)

Alternative ditransitive marking A=Nominative, DO=0Oblique, |IO=0blique.

k,se (pi) ksa wesdan kekamor
who/NOM indeed any/NOM we/GEN  arrival/OBL
orocce lant sa(r)sassi

great king/OBL announce/OPT.3SG.A

”"Who announces our entrance to the great king?”’ (TB, B81 b3, Aranemijataka)



NON-CANONICAL CASE MARKING

NON-CANONICAL CASE MARKING is rare, but found with a handful of verbs, such as
TB kdn-’come to pass’ (of a wish), TB tsank- ‘rise, arise’, TB mdnk- 'be deprived of,
suffer the loss of, lack’, TB klin- ’be necessary’,TB tdm- 'be born, come to existense,
come up’, TA kdn- NC ’be fulfilled’ (C ’fulfil’), TA ndk- NC ’be extinct, disappear’ (C
'destroy’), TA pyukt- (NC only) 'be realized’, TA katk- "arise’.

omte tan klyinasa<m>-$ sak
therefore you/GEN be necessary/PRS.3SG-CL2  happiness
lakle ritatsi parktsi sankantse

misfortune seek/INF ask/INFmonastery/GEN

"Therefore it is necessary for you to investigate and find out the happiness and
misfortune of the monastery.” (TB, Monastery letter, 6)



NULL ARGUMENTS

NULL ARGUMENTS by wheather-verbs, such as AB suwa- ’rain’ (normally in
3PL) have a first argument.

swese suwoy cau preke
rain/NOM.SG rain/IPEACT.3SG DEM.OBL.SG time/OBL.SG

At this time it rained.”
(TB, B 375 b3,Vardhana-Avadana)



POSSESSIVE

POSSESSIVE CONSTRUCTIONS are marked by the verbs TA nas- TB nes-
‘be’, TAB mask- 'be, exist’ or TB tdm- 'be born, come to existense, come
up’ with genitive or clitic.

nauyto-n yamor kantoytdr-n
disappear/OPT3-CL| Karman/OBL tear off/ OPT3-CL.ISG
ks(an)t(i) takoy-nd

forgiveness  be/OPT3-CL.ISG

"May Karman disappear from me, and be torn off from me; forgiveness
may be for me.” (TB, H 149/26.30 b3f.)



VOICE AND VALENCY CHANGE: PASSIVE

PASSIVE is marked by middle and an Agent in genitive, perlative or instrumental (TA).

Genitive is used by infinite verbs (preterite participle, gerund, infinitive) and middle in
Passive constructions. The perlative corresponds to the genitive. In Tocharian A, the
animate Agents = perlative and inanimate Agents = instrumental.

ma poryo tskamsamtar ma wdr-yo

not fire-INSTR burn/PRS.MP.3PL not water-INSTR

sikamtd(r) ma lancs-a pdrtsi

be overflown/PRS.MP.3PL not king/lOBL.PL-PERL  carry/INF
yatenc ma penu  lydks-a kdrnatsi yatenc

be capable-SUBJ.3PL not now  thieve/OBL.PL-PERL buy/INF be capable

"It cannot be burned by fire, overflown by water, removed by kings or stolen by thieves.”
(TA,A 14 a2-3, Punyavantajataka)
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VOICE AND VALENCY CHANGE: MIDDLE-PASSIVE

Middle functions can be divided into three types:
Media tantum, i.e. verbs inflected in middle-passive only;

Medio-actives, i.e. verbs inflected as middle-passive in the
present, active in the preterite, and mediopassive/active in

the subjunctive;

Middle-passives showing matching active forms throughout
their entire paradigm.
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VOICE AND VALENCY CHANGE: MIDDLE-PASSIVE
FUNCTIONS

Reflexive: A ytdstdr B yatdstdr* ‘adorns (oneself)’.
Reciprocal: A kroptdr ‘gathers together’.

Non-reflexive and non-reciprocal: A ayantu kropamt ‘they collected
bones’.

Other functions: Body actions, A sewimtdr ‘yawns’, Emotions, A
Serttdr™ ‘cries’, Speech actions, B kwatdr ‘cries’, Spontaneous events, B
kwretdr ‘grows old’, A salpatdr B tsdlpetdr ‘crosses, is delivered’,
Disruption, A aratdr B orotdr ‘ceases’, Motion, A klawatdr™ B kloyotdr
falls’ (also of animates), Position, A trdnkdstdr B trenkastar ‘is
attached’, Physico-chemical change, B pdlketdr ‘burns’, Disruption of
material integrity, A wikatdr B wiketdr ‘disappears’.
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VOICE AND VALENCY CHANGE: MIDDLE-PASSIVE
FUNCTIONS

ANTICAUSATIVE: A akl- (active) ‘teach’, (middle-passive)
‘learn’, B aun- A on- (active) ‘meet’, (middle-passive) ‘begin’.

PASSIVE functions are marked by middle-passive endings.
Passive values may occur with media tantum (Passive must
be determined by the construction).
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VOICE AND VALENCY CHANGE: CAUSATIVES

Verb Intransitive (A a,B e,0) Transitive (A -s-,B -sk-)

AB prank- ‘stay away’ ‘reject, refuse’

AB tsar- ‘be separated’ ‘separate’

AB tsalp- ‘be free, pass away’ ‘free from, redeem’
A ritw- B ritt- ‘be connected’ ‘join, put together’
AB prutk- ‘be filled’ “fill

AB yat- ‘be capable’ ‘bring about, tame’
AB tsarw- ‘take courage’ ‘console’

AB nut- 'disappear’ 'destroy’

AB satk- ‘be spread’ ‘spread (tr.)’

AB plant- rejoice’ ‘gladden’

AB yank- ‘be deluded’ ‘bewitch’




VOICE AND VALENCY CHANGE: DOUBLE
CAUSATIVES

Verb Pres.lli Pres.VIII Pres.IXb

B spdrk- ‘disappear’ ‘avoid’ ‘drive away’

B trik- ‘be confused’ ‘be confused, mistake’  ‘be confused’

B wik- ‘disappear’ ‘disappear, pass away’ ‘put to flight’; ‘dissolve’
Pres.|

B lank- ‘hang’ (itr.) ‘hang’ (tr.) ‘let hang, dangle’
Pres.VI (Subij.l)

B tsdrk- ‘burn’ (tr.) ‘torment’ ‘torture’
Pres.IV (Pret.lV)

B wak- ‘split’ (itr.) ‘separate’ (tr.) 'separate’ (?)
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ASPECT

ASPECT dimensions are coded in past tense.
IMPERFECTIVE is marked by imperfect.
PERFECTIVE is marked by preterite.

pbandkte  phalgumati cake-sa mdskit(rd) e
Buddha  Phalgumatiriver-PERL  be/3SG.MPIPF
(w)drt(t)osse ike-ne * asup samanents aksa

forested/OBL.SG place-LOC decay = monk/GEN-PLtell/3SG.A.PRT

"Buddha was staying on the bank of the river Phalgumati. In the place of the
forest, he taught the impurity to the monks.”

(TB, IOL Toch 127 b7,Vinayavibhanga)
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ASPECT

PROGRESSIVE is marked by present (cf. Modality)

RETROSPECTIVE is merked either by the preterite, or by an auxiliary
construction with A nes- B nes-.

maitreyasamiti-na(tk-am) (guru)darsam noma
Maitreyasamiti-nataka-LOC Gurudarsana name-PERL
sdksapint nipatt ar

eleventh act  cease/3SG.A.PRT

“In the Maitreyasamiti-nataka, the eleventh act with the name
(Guru)darsana ‘appearance of the Teacher’] has come to an end.”

(TA,A 253, a5f., Maitreyasamiti-Nataka)
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ASPECT: USAGES OF IMPERFECT/PRETERITE

Events seen as more important = preterite, less important events = imperfect.
Embedded stories = imperfect, events in past tense = preterite.

Repeated actions = imperfect, individual and momentary events = preterite.
Narrative texts = preterite, often interrupted by absolutives or historical present.

Preterite is the usual form in economic and administrative documents for past
tense, also in remarks and colophons.
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TENSE

PRESENT is marked by the present tense (active or middle-passive)

PAST is marked by imperfect (Imperfective aspect), preterit (Perfective
aspect), or occasionally by a historical present. Periphrastic constructions
by A nas- B nes- and forms of the preterit participle or the gerundive
occur as well, to express, e.g., Retrospective.

narey-am tatmus nasamas
hell/OBL.SG-LOC be born/PRT.PTC.NOM.PL be/PRS.A.1PL

(TA, A 300 b2, Maitreyasamiti-Nataka)

FUTURE is marked by present, subjunctive or a periphrastic future by
gerundive |l and present of the copula (A nas- B nes).
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CLAUSE



CANONICALWORD ORDER

CANONICAL ORDRER is left-branching: SOV (in main and
subordinate clauses), N-Adp, Adj-N, Adv-V.

Verb-initial position (VSO) is normal in questions (in TA
preceded by te), and in formulas in dramatic literature, e.g. A
Icar pons ‘all went out [from the stage]’, or in Buddhastotras,
e.g. B windgsam-ci ... pundarikam ‘l honour you ... Lotus
flower’.

31



STRUCTURAL PROPERTIES: NON-CANONICAL
WORD ORDER

NON-CANONICAL ORDER: in metrical passages, word order is often reversed,
e.g. SVO, OVS, and VOS.

Adj-N is frequently reversed in metrical passages, where we also find
separation of adjective — noun and circumposition, adjective — noun — adjective.

Verb-initial position marks focus. Jussive and Imperative are in initial position.
In metrical passages, subordinating particles can be clause-final:

wlaluyis akdlyme  kalkas wrasom kuprene
Death-GEN towards go/3SG.A.SUBJ  being/NOM.SG if

"If a being goes into the power of death.”
(TA,A3 b3, Punyavantajataka)



NEGATION

The negation is A mar(r), ma B ma.

In simple Prohivitive clauses, the negation is combined with a
present form.

The negation particle is combined with:
Optative (Deontic)
Subjunctive (Neutral, Epistemic)
Indicative (Neutral, Exclamative)

Without verb (Exclamative)
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MODALITY

THE MODAL SYSTEM consists of the indicative, the subjunctive, the optative, and
the imperative.

Subjunctive and optative are more frequently used in subordinate than in main
clauses.

In main clauses, subjunctive denotes Deontic (Obligative) modality, whereas
optative denotes Epistemic (Volitive, Speculative) modality.

tarkor kdlpimar shi tsar ptankdat  yrasimar
Permission obtain/ISG.M.OPT own hand Buddha bathe/ISG.M.OPT

”’l would like to get permission, | would like to wash Buddha with my own hand.”
(TA,A 23 a5, Punyavantajataka, Brhaddyutijataka)
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SPEECH ACTS

INTERROGATIVE: B k se, A kus = Relative pronoun
Imperative is marked by an imperative, the strongest’ form for commands.

Jussives are marked by subjunctive (Obligative) and optative (Volitive) for weaker
requests.

The weakest request is marked by a verbal noun (I) and an infinitive. This is
frequent in medical texts.

te pdksdille sdlype lipatsi
andcook/VN.Nom.SG oil leave/INF

”This should be cooked and the oil should be left over)’

(TB, PK AS 9A a4, Medicine)
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CLAUSE COMBINING: CLAUSAL COORDINATION

Conjunctive: B spa A skam, B wai A yo 'and’

Disjunctive: B ra A pe ’even, also’, B wat, wat no A pat, pat no 'or’
(Wackernagel position)

Adversative: B no A nu ’but, then’ (Wackernagel position)
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CLAUSE COMBINING: NON-FINITE PREDICATION

Non-fininte constructions can serve as predicates.

Infinitives are not bound by tense, modality and aspect. Infinitives can be
inflected as nouns with secondary case affixes. Infinitives can also serve as
predicates.

Middle-passive participles are uninflected and represent an event parallel
or simultaneous with the predicate.

Preterite participle can be used with or without copula in the value of a
predicate.

Gerundives (coding Necessity or Possibility) are used in periphrastic
constructions to mark predicate.
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CLAUSE COMBINING: RELATIVE CLAUSES

Relative pronoun:
Nom. B k,se A kus-ne
Obl. Bk e A kuc-ne
Gen. B kete A ke-ne

Correlative: normally a personal pronoun

umparn-am  wkdm yas sdm

evil-OBL.SG deed/OBL.SG do/3SG.A.PRS DEM.M.NOM.SG

yas nareyntw-am kuprene  cmatdr

go/3SG.A.PRS hell/OBL.PL-LOC if be reborn/35G.M.SUB]

"Whoever commits an evil deed, goes to hells if he is reborn.”
(TA,A 155 b4, Garbhasutra)
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CLAUSE COMBINING: SUBORDINATING PARTICLES

Time A dntane B ente 'when’

Location A dnta B ente 'where’

Cause A kucne B kuce ’because’

Purpose A mdmtne B mdkte ’in order to’

Condition A kuprene B kwri, krui ’if’

somap lant em kuprene
one/GEN.SG king/GEN.SG give-1SG.A.SUBJ if
cu alyek ydslus take-ni

you/OBL.SG other/GEN.SGenemy/NOM.PL be/3SG.A.SUB|
"If | give you to one king, the others will become my enemies.”
(TA,A 66 a3, Saddanta-|ataka)
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PHRASEOLOGY AND TRANSLATION SYNTAX

Tocharian texts are translated from Sanskrit.
The syntax/typology of Tocharian is different from Sanskrit.
Formalized translations do occur.

Phraseology and formalized syntax is frequent in texts.
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