
TOCHARIAN 3: VERBAL MORPHOLOGY



THE VERBAL SYSTEM

Marked by

Voice Active Endings

Middle Endings

Mode Subjunctive Stem

Optative Stem + suffix + endings

Imperative Endings

Tense/aspect Present Stem

Imperfect Stem + suffix + endings

Preterit Stem + endings

Valency Non-causative Stem / endings

Causative Stem



VERBAL STEMS

1. Present

2. Subjunctive

3. Preterit

4. Preterit Participle

5. Imperative



VOICE

 Active

 Middle-passive: REFLEXIVE, RECIPROCAL, MIDDLE, PASSIVE

1. Media tantum

2. Medio-actives (middle-passive present/active preterite/ 

middle-passive/active subjunctive)

3. Middle-passives



MOOD

 Indicative = Present

 Subjunctive: OBLIGATIVE, IMPERATIVE, JUSSIVE

 Optative: VOLITIVE, SPECULATIVE, IMPERATIVE, JUSSIVE

 Imperative: IMPERATIVE, JUSSIVE

 Subjunctive and optative more frequent in subordinate clauses



TENSE/ASPECT

 Present: PRESENT, FUTURE

 Imperfect: PAST, DURATIVE, ITERATIVE, IMPERFECTIVE

 Preterit: PAST, CONSTATIVE, PERFECTIVE, NARRATIVE



VALENCY

 Non-causative (Grundverb)

 Causative: increases valency

 Middle-passive: decreases valency



NON-FINITE FORMS

 Infinitive

 Active participle

 Middle participle

 Preterite participle

 Gerund I: Neccesity

 Gerund II: Possibility



Stem Suffix Affix Ending(s) Forms

Present See other slide --- Present Present

Present B -i-/-ā- -- Opt./Impf. Imperfect

Present -- B -ñca A -nt -- Active Participle

Present -- B -mane A -māṃ -- Middle Participle

Present -- B -lye/-lle A -l -- Gerund I

Present -- A -tsi -- Infinitive

Subjunctive See other slide -- Present Subjunctive

Subjunctive AB -i-, B -oy- (V-VI) -- Opt./Impf. Optative

Subjunctive -- B -lye/-lle A -l -- Gerund II

Subjunctive -- B -tsi -- Infinitive

Subjunctive Prefix: a/e/on- B -tte A -t -- Privative

Preterit --- -- Preterit Preterit

Preterit A -u -- Preterit

Participle















MOST COMMON SUPPLETIVE STEMS

AB āk- / wāy- ’drive’

AB käly- B stäm- A ṣtäm- ’stand, be’

AB ṣäm- / läm- ’sit’

AB śu- / tāp- ’eat’

AB yok- / tsuk- ’drink’

AB läk- / pälk- ’see’



ACTIVE ENDINGS



MIDDLE ENDINGS



OPTATIVE/

IMPERATIVE



PRETERIT ENDINGS



PRETERIT MIDDLE8













TOCHARIAN WORD ORDER

 Problem: many texts are metrical, thus word order is complex

 Basic Order: 

 SOV

 Postpositions

 Adjective - Noun

 Adverbs -Verbs

 Initial verb emphazises or marks Jussive/Imperative

 Questions: VSO 



CO-ORDINATING PARTICLES
 Coordinating

 Conjunctive: B ṣpä A śkam, B wai A yo ’and’

 Disjunctive: B ra A pe ’even, also’, B no A nu ’but, then’, B wat, wat no A 

pat, pat no ’or’

 Subordinating (particle normally sentence-final!)

 Time A äntāne B ente ’when’

 Location A äntā B ente ’where’

 Cause A kucne B kuce ’because’

 Purpose A mäṃtne B mäkte

 Condition A kuprene B kwri, krui


