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For over 200 years scholars have vigorously debated hypotheses on the origins and spread of Indo-

European languages. From Hindi to Icelandic, distinct cultures and populations all speak languages 

derived from a single source − Proto-Indo-European. But from where, when and why these 

languages spread remains an enigma. Recent archaeogenetic findings and contentious results from 

computational phylolinguistics have further fuelled these controversies. The debates have focused 

on two leading hypotheses: an origin either on the Pontic Steppe c. 6000 BP associated with horse-

based pastoralism or in Anatolia c. 9000 BP associated with the spread of farming. In this talk I will 

summarise the state of the art in both genetics and linguistics, and outline a novel hybrid hypothesis 

that proposes an origin in the eastern Fertile Crescent c. 8000 BP. 

 

 


