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A. THE COMPARATIVE METHOD 

1. Internal Description 
1.1. Constituency Tests: ‘Internal Object’ / ‘Cognate Object’ 

1.2. Original Texts and Translations  

1.3. Poetic Syntax: PIE Tmesis  

2. Internal Reconstruction 
2.1. ‘Evidential’ vs ‘Inferential Clues’ 

2.2. Syntactic Archaism of Proverbs 

2.3. Phraseological Collocations 

2.4. Coexistence of A1 and A2: ‘be-languages’ vs ‘have-languages’ (Isačenko 1974) 

2.5. Coexistence of A1 and A2: Lithuanian Preposition į + acc. ‘into, to’ vs. Illative Case 

2.6. ‘Inferential Clues’: The Tocharian Secondary Cases 

3. Internal Comparison 
3.1. Continuity of the Documentation: Reflexivity in Greek 

3.2. Discontinuity of the Documentation: Slovenian Subordination and Clitics 

3.3. Directional Illusion: Interpreting A1 in the light of A2 (‘retrospective illusion’) 

4. External Comparison 
4.1. Cross-linguistic Comparability 

4.2. Infinitives 

4.3. New Terminological Labels: ‘Evidentials’ 

4.4. Goals of the Comparison 

4.5. Clitic Doubling in the Balkan Languages 

5. External Reconstruction 
5.1. Vocative Case and Plurality 

5.2. Verb-initial Sentences in Indo-European (VSO or VOS) 
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6. External description? 
6.1. Comparison of Superiority in PIE 

6.2. The Standard of Comparison in PIE 

6.3. From-comparative (ablative) 

6.4. For-comparative (dative) 

6.5. Variations 

6.6. Particles or Conjunctions and Comparison of Equality 

6.7. Disjunctive Comparison 

6.8. Summary 

6.9. Internal Variations 

6.10. Superiority vs. Equality 

7. Conclusion on the Comparative Method 

B. PRINCIPLES OF SYNTACTIC CHANGE 

1. The causation of syntactic change 
1.1. Syntactic Change and Simplicity: the Fate of the PIE Supine 

1.2. Elimination of Redundancy: Adjective Agreement in Celtic 

1.3. Elimination of Redundancy: the ‘Pro-drop’ Phenomenon 

1.4. Avoidance of Ambiguity: Prepositions in Romance 



2. Language contact 
2.1. The Role of Language Contact 

2.2. Nominal Classifiers in Modern Indo-Aryan and their IE Prehistory 

2.3. Sinhalese da (Slade 2013) 

2.4. ‘Linguistic areas’ (Germ. Sprachbünde) 

2.5. The Construction of the ‘Presentative Particle’ 

3. Gradualness 
3. 1. The Notion of Gradualness 

3.1. ‘Negative Genitive’ (Olga Kagan 2007) 

3.2. Lexical Diffusion: the Indo-Aryan Particle kam 

3.3. Syntactic Synonymy 
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4. Regularity 
4.1. Linguistic ‘Universals’ 

4.2. Unconditional Absolute Universals: Interrogation 

4.3. Singular vs. Plural: the τὰ ζῷα τρέχει tà zō̃ia trékhei-rule 

4.4. Implicational universals 

4.5. Long-distance relativization (Comrie 1981:154) 

4.6. NDem vs. NRel (Comrie 1990:47) 

5. Directionality 
5.1. Definition 

5.2. Synthetic-to-Analytic Trend: the Degrees of Comparison 

5.3. Synthetic-to-Analytic Trend: the Passive 

5.4. Implications: OV = VNeg vs. VO = NegV 

5.5. Disharmony > Harmony? 

5.6. Harmony > Disharmony? 

 

C. MECHANISMS OF SYNTACTIC CHANGE 

1. General Presentation 

2. Stability 
2.1. Animate-Inanimate Distinction: PIE *ku̯is / *ku̯os ‘who?’ (animate), vs. *ku̯id / *ku̯od ‘what’ 

(inanimate) 

3. Reanalysis 
3.1. General Definition 

3.2. ‘Serial Verbs’ 

3.3. Reanalysis with Boundary Creation 

3.4. ‘Lexicalisation’ or ‘Degrammaticalization’:  Modern Irish 

3.5. ‘Lexicalisation’ or ‘Degrammaticalization’:  Northern Swedish bö (Rosenkvist 2010) 

3.6. Reanalysis with Boundary Creation: Final Infinitives 

3.7. Boundary Shift 

3.8. The Proleptic Accusative 

3.9. ‘Syntactic/Semantic Reformulation’ 

3.10. Hyperanalysis: Loss of Governed Oblique Case in Slavic 

3.11. Hypoanalysis: Indicative Presents > Subjunctives or Futures 

3.12. Ambiguity 
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4. Extension 
4.1. The Instrumental Case in Old High German 

4.2. Syntactic Shift 

4.3. The Tense System in Armenian 

5. Syntactic Refactoring 
5.1. Categorial Loss: the Distinction between Position and Direction 

5.2. Development of New Categories: the Celtic Equative 



5.3. Development of New Categories: the Latvian Debitive 

5.4. Development of New Categories: the Albanian Admirative 

6. Grammaticalization 
6.1. General Presentation 

6.2. Grammaticalization: Lexical Items > Adpositions 

6.3. Grammaticalization: Verbal Auxiliaries. Periphrastic Perfects 

6.4. Grammaticalization: Verbal Auxiliaries. Periphrastic Futures 

6.5. Grammaticalization: Verbal Auxiliaries. Periphrastic Presents 

6.6. Grammaticalization: Verbal Auxiliaries. Periphrastic Passives 

6.7. Grammaticalization: Verbal auxiliaries. Observations 

6.8. Grammaticalization: Conclusion 

 

7. Degrammaticalization 
 

 


