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Welsh Today - by the numbers

Population:
(2006): 2.970.000
(2011): 3,063.000
(2016): 3.168.000
(2021): 3.107.000

Welsh speakers:
(2001): 582.000 (20,8%)
(2011): 562.000 (18,3%)
(2021): 892.000 (29,5%)
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Celtic Prehistory

5000-4000 BCE: Bronze Age Indo-Europeans
1000 BCE: Iron Age Celts
500 BCE (?): Insular Celts in place in the British Isles

1st century CE (?): Split of Brittonic and Goidelic
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The Indo-Europeans
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British Celtic History

48AD: Conquest of Britain by Romans
« mostly a military conquest in Wales
« only Southeast Romanized

383: Magnus Maximus (Macsen Gwledig) left to become
emperor

« mythical father of the Welsh Nation

« removed central power and left local officials (Demetae, Veneti)

410: removal of Roman troops from Britain

5th century: Adventus Saxonum
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Early Welsh History

400-800: the Dark Ages in Wales

« loss of the North (c. 615 Battle of Chester)

« split from Southwest British (c. 577 Battle of Durham)
« stabilization of border with Anglo-Saxons

Post-800: stabilization and (some) good times
* Rhodri Mawr (ruled 844-877) unified much of Wales
« Hywel Dda (his grandson) did the same and wrote some laws

Post-1066:
« Marcher Lords in constant struggle (only Eastern border fixed)

13th century: disputes with England
« 1282: defeat of Llywelyn ap Gruffudd
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Welsh History

English control ensured via castles (post-1284)

Various revolts against English rule
« 1294-95: Madog ap Llywelyn

« 1316: Llywelyn Bren

« 1404-15: Owain Glyndwr

1536: Act of Union

« Wales officially part of England
« Welsh Law no longer valid

Celtic, Lecture 3: Middle Welsh September 12, 2022 13



R Pavia International Summer School

= B = Universiteit Utrecht

N for Indo-European Linguistics

Lecture Overview

Quick morphosyntactic typology

Nominal formations

Verbal formations

The prepositions, pronouns, and particles

But first...
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Phonemes I
Vowels

Monophthongs:

i(:)

Diphthongs:

Celtic, Lecture 3: Middle Welsh

e(:)

el
at
au
ed

Oi
eu
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Ut
iu iu U au
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Phonemes II

Consonants
Obstruents b d g
o) t k
Fricatives \Y; 0
f 0, s X h
Nasals m n,n: n
mh nh Uh
Rhotics r r:
rh
Laterals L, (1)
{
Approximants W ]
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The Accent

The accent is penultimate:

ysgrif /'asgriv/ ‘an article or essay’

ysgrifen /3s'griven/ ‘writing’

ysgrifennydd /asgri'venid/ ‘a secretary’
ysgrifenyddes /asgrive' nades/ ‘a female secretary’
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Orthography

Vowels: monophthongs

Phoneme

(a) (a) gwan “weak”, man “place”, pant “recess”
/a:/ (a) (a) ‘g‘jl\;vgcn strike”, man “small”, cat “battle”, da “"good”, dam
/e/ =BG (e) gwen “white (f.)”, pren “tree”
/e:/ @ RO (e) gwen “a smile”, ket “gift” hen “old”
/i/ O (i dim “thing”, bint “let them be (3PI. Impv.)”
Ji:/ (i» (i gwin “wine”, min “knife blade” ti “you (sg)”, tir “land”
(y) also (e) y? gwyn “white (m.)”, myn “wishes”, hyn “this (n.)”
VYA <y) also <(e) 2 ty “house”, pryn “buys”, hyn “older”
/o/ (o) (o) E?r)\" wave”, trom “heavy (f.)”, pont “bridge”, hon “this
(/o:/ = Y (0) mon “Anglesey”, ton “sound”, to “roof”

(w) also o w i "
/u/ Uy (w) trwm “schwer (m.)”, hwn “this (m.)
/u:/ énv)\/)also (w) mwn “neck”, twr “tower”
‘7 ..\ (u) punt “pound”, pump “five”
(Ja:/ = EEORY (u) un “one”, hun “sleep”, tu “side”, du “black”
VEYER <y) also (e) y) yn “in”, dy “your (sg.)”, myn “by”, fy “my”
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Orthography

Vowels: diphthongs

(ei) (ei) heil “giving drinks”, llei “smaller”

(ae) early also (ay) (ae) hael “generous”, mael “chieftain”

(oe) early also {oy)  <(oe) hoel “nail”, doe “yesterday”, moel “bald”

EZS’; sallyelen S | s hawl “law”, llaw “hand”

2'}‘/’:’,; s S0 O | lliw “color”, riw “slope”, lliwyaw “to color’
(yw) also {yu)

laul (yv) <(ew) <eu) (yw) llywyaw “to lead”
(ev)

gﬂy; also Cuu) (uw) duw “God”, buw “cows”

(eu) also {ev) (ew) heul “sun”, deu “two (m.)”
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Orthography

Vowels: consonants I

Pronm g o
{(p->» <-pp-> pawb “each”, atnappo “may recognize”

/b/ (b <-b, -p bard “poet”, pobi “kochen”, heb, hep “without”
(u,vry (- vy, uy “my”, auon, avon “river”
(f, ff) keiff “gets”, ffo “flight”
{(m) mam “mother”
{mh) frih auch {(mp) amherawdyr “Kaiser” (early amperauder)
(w, u, 6) kywir “true”, guant “killed”
(t-) (-t ((-0) tewi “be silent”, kalettaf “hardest”
(d-)
/d/ = (-d- -t) duw “God”, diwedyd /diwedid/ “late afternoon”

(th) aeth “went””

(s) (ss) seith “seven” buassei “would have been”
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Orthography

Vowels: consonants II

Phoneme

(r)

{rr)
(n)

{(nny

(nh)

ah

Ay

Not really maintained
(c-, k- (-cc-, -ck-)
(-cc, -ck)

1V
/k/

< =] =3
NN - AN
\:r ~ \\\c
=
Q.

(@) (-c, -@)

<ng> <'g', _g>
(ngh) <{gh)
/x/ (ch)

Pavia International Summer School
for Indo-European Linguistics

ruthraw /rhaBrau/ “to fall upon”

gyrru “drive”, barr “sharp”
nawn “afternoon”

mynnwys “wanted”, penn “head, leader”

canhymdeith “to accompany”

alarch “swan”

y llall “the other”

Iollo shortened form of Iorwerth

cwrwf “beer”, neckae “to refuse”, cnwcc “a
blow”

geir “word”, menegi “to tell”, manac “tell!”,
ac “and”

ellwg “to let go”, elly(n)gwys "“let go”, dyagc
“flee”, beingk “bench”

enghi “to bear”, tyghet “fate”

gvledychu “to rule”
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Mutations

Soft Mutation (= lenition)

o) t k => b
b d g => Y
m => Y%

I, rh => |, r

Qx QO
Q Q0

Celtic, Lecture 3: Middle Welsh September 12, 2022 22



Pavia International Summer School

= B = Universiteit Utrecht

N}

for Indo-European Linguistics

Mutations

Soft Mutation (= lenition)
Environment:

on adjective modifying feminine noun

on noun after adjective (and in Modifier + Modified
compounds)

on direct object directly after subject (irreg.)

with various prepositions: am ‘for/, ar ‘on’, dan ‘under’, dros
‘over’, trwy ‘through’, heb ‘without’, hyd ‘until’, gan ‘by’, wrth
‘from’, j ‘to’, o ‘from’

Exx:  yr hen ddyn (< dyn) ‘the old man’ (noun after adjective)

dwrgi ‘otter’ < dwr ‘water’ + ¢i ‘dog’
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Mutations

Soft Mutation (= lenition)

Word-internally:

« Latin catena > ModW. cadwyn ‘chain’ ([t] > [d]
intervocalically);

« Latin vitrum > gwydr ‘glass’ ([t] > [d] before [r]);

« Latin fides > ffydd *faith’ ([d] > [&] intervocalically);

« Brythonic *gabros > gafr ([b] > [v] before [r]).

Across word-boundaries:

« Brythonic *tekos > ModW. /te:g/ teg ‘fair’, but

- *tabarna teka > /tavarn de:g/ tafarn deg ‘fair tavern’;
« Brythonic *mamma > /mam/ mam ‘mother’, but,

« *esjo ‘his’, *esjo mamma > /i vam/ ei fam ‘his mother’.
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Mutations

Nasal Mutation (= lenition)
o) t K => mh nh nh
b d g => m n N

Environment:

« with possessive pronoun fy ‘my’

« with preposition yn 'in’

« with negative prefix an- ‘un-’ (but b, g take soft mutation)

ExxX.: ym mhlas (< plas) ‘in a palace’
fy mhen (< pen) ‘'my head’
annheg (< teg) ‘not fair, ugly’
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Mutations

Aspirate Mutation

o) t k
b d g

V => hV

Celtic, Lecture 3: Middle Welsh
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Q @
Q X
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Mutations

Aspirate Mutation

Environment:

« with possessive pronoun e ‘her’ (full range of effects)

« with possessive pronouns ‘'m ‘my’, ein / 'n ‘our’ (only h-
prefixation)

« with various prepositions: 4 ‘with’, gyda ‘with’, tua ‘toward’
(only consonant mutation, no h-)

« with various words: a / ac ‘and’, tri ‘three’, chwe ‘six’, tra
‘very’ (only consonant mutation, no h-)

ExxX.: ei chi (< ci) ‘her dog’
i'w hewythr (< ewythr) ‘to her uncle’
a’m hafal (< afal) ‘and my apple’
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Mutations

Aspirate Mutation

Historically:
/-s p-/ > [-h p-]1 > [pp-]1> [¢-]> /f-/
/-st-/ > [-h t-] > [tt-] > /B-/
/-s k-/ > [-h k-] > [kk-] > /x-/

« Brythonic *esjas tegos > ModW. /i 6i/ ei thy*her house’ (ty’
‘house’) via the change /-s t-/ > /6/;

« Brythonic *sweks tabarnas > MW. /xwe Bavarn/ chwe thafarn
‘six taverns’ (tafarn ‘tavern’) via the change /-s t-/ > /0/;

« Brythonic *ak torta> ModW. /a 6or0/ a thorth *‘and a loaf’
(torth ‘loaf’) via the change /-k t-/ > /6/
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Quick Morphosyntactic Typology
Bickel & Nichols 2007 typology

In general similar to Old Irish, though less strict.
Flexive-concatenative with cumulative exponence
Flexive: formatives have allomorphs

car ‘friend’ has pl. carant

bardd ‘bard’ has pl. beirdd

Concatenative: formatives phon. bound (not free, but segment.)

Cumulative: formatives can have mult. grammatical functions
-om in arnom ‘on us’ marks 1st person and plural.
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Quick Morphosyntactic Typology

Head vs. Dependent Marking

Middle Welsh tends toward head marking:
 head-marking with pronouns (more often)
 no marking with nouns (most often)

« allows double marking in many cases.

Deus dy=m=gwares.
God PRT=1SG=save.PRES.SUBJ.3S
‘May God deliver me.’

Llawurydet a=m=dwc
sadness PRT=1S=seize.PRES.3S
‘Sadness seizes me.’
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Quick Morphosyntactic Typology

Head vs. Dependent Marking

Nyt oes un wreyc enteu a=emrodho
NEG be.3sG one woman 3SGM.CONJ PTCL=give.3SG

ehun e=alltut
self to=foreigner

‘There is not then (= enteu) a woman who gives herself to a
foreign man’

Cotton Titus D.ii ff. 34v (LlIor, Laws of Country: Land Law
(Women & Land))
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Quick Morphosyntactic Typology

Head vs. Dependent Marking

Gruffud=enteu... a-e=hemlynés=wynteu
PN=3SGM.CON]J PTCL-3PL.INFIX=pursue.3SG=3PL.CON]
ef a-e=niuer

3SGM.SIMPLE with-3sGM.Poss=army

‘Gruffudd himself... pursued them, he with his army’

Peniarth 17 p. 11 (Life of Gruffudd ab Cynan)

Celtic, Lecture 3: Middle Welsh September 12, 2022
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Quick Morphosyntactic Typology

Head ordering

Middle Welsh is V2
« The verb is in second position!!

« prepositions
« determiners before noun
« Adjectives (generally) following the noun

OW is probably still VSO (disputed)
« could explain the otherwise V1-typological features.
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Morphosyntactic typology
V2 syntax

Basic template:
phrase (topic) — preverbal part. a or y(d) - finite verb - (subject) — (object)

a=’r=guyrda a=doethant y gyt=y=wneuthur kynnadeu
and=the=noblemen PRT=come.PAST.3P together=to=make.INF messengers
at=Pwyll...

to=Pwyll

‘And the noblemen came together to make a delegation to Pwyll..." (PKM 21.12-13)

Yskynnu a=oruc Pwyll ar=y=uarch...
mount.INF PRT=do.PAST.3S Pwyll on=3MS=horse
‘Pwyll mounted his horse... (PKM 11.27)
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Morphosyntactic typology
V2 syntax

Basic template:
phrase (topic) — preverbal part. a or y(d) - finite verb - (subject) — (object)

yna y=doethant wynteu attaw=ef.
then PRT=come.PAST.3P they.CONJ to.3MS=him
‘Then they came to him.’ (PKM 74.22)
y="r=Ilys y=doethant...

to=the=court PRT come.P AST.3P

‘They came to the court... (PKM 10.11)
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Morphosyntactic typology
V2 syntax

Basic template:
phrase (topic) — preverbal part. a or y(d) - finite verb - (subject) - (object)

Particle a if topic is:

« Subject

« Direct object

« Object of a preposition

« Nonfinite verb (alone or in a phrase)

Particle y(d):
« Adverb
* Prepositional phrase complement of a verb
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Syntax and Information Structure
Traditional word order

MW traditionally seen as V1, like Modern Welsh

Sentence types (traditionally):
« Normal order: verb initial with the particle y(d) in front of it
« Mixed order: essentially an old cleft sentence, but the initial

copula is usually lost (V2 order)
« Abnormal order: essentially an old nominativus pendens / left

dislocation sentence

Abnormal and mixed orders are often the same, but not under
negation.
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Syntax and Information Structure
Traditional word order

Normal order:

y guelod y=brennin gastell
PTC=see.3SG.PAST the=king castle
‘the king saw a castle’

Abnormal / Mixed:

Y=brenin a=uelod gastell
the=king PTC=see.3SG.PAST castle
‘the king saw a castle’ / ‘it was the king who saw a castle’
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Syntax and Information Structure
Traditional word order

Normal order:

ny uelod y=brennin gastell
NEG=see.3SG.PAST the=king castle

‘the king did not see a castle’

Mixed:

nyd=y=brenin a=uelod gastell
NeEG=the=king PTC=see.3SG.PAST castle
‘it was not the king who saw a castle’

Abnormal:

y=brenin ny=uelod gastell
the=king NEG=see.3SG.PAST castle

‘the king did not see a castle’
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Nominals

MW has no case (only remnants); has sg. and pl.

Umlaut is common pl. marker:

W afall, pl. efyll *‘apple tree’ W bardd, pl. beirdd ‘bard’

W Gwydel, pl. Gwydyl ‘Irishman’ W unben, pl. unbyn ‘leader’

W corn, pl. cyrn *horn’ W esgob, pl. esgyb *bishop’

W pont, pl. pynt ‘bridge’ W bwilch, pl. bylch ‘gap

W maen, pl. main ‘stone’ W oen, pl. wyn ‘lamb’ < *ognos
W croen, pl. crwyn ‘skin’ W castell, pl. cestyll ‘castle’

W amws, pl. emys ‘steed’ W boly, pl. byly ‘bag’

W caeth, pl. caith ‘bondsman’ W pwill, pl. pyll *hole’

Umlaut (called i-affection): caused by old final *-i (originally < *-oi/)
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Nominals

MW has no case (only remnants); has sg. and pl.

Other pl. markers are the old stem formants:

u-stem: peth, pl. petheu ‘thing’ < PW *pettus, pl. *pettoues

n-stem: beleu, pl. balawon ‘wolf” < PW *balaui, pl. *balauones
nt-stem: car, pl. carant ‘friend’ < PW *karants, pl. *karantes
I-stem: rhiain, pl. rhianhedd < PW *riganti, pl. *rigantiias

-eu (ModW -au) is the most common plural marker in MW.

Plural markers can be doubled: car, pl. carant, also kereint

Celtic, Lecture 3: Middle Welsh September 12, 2022
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Excursion into historical phonology

The Britonnic Celtic sound system circa 100AD

I 77 -
Vowels \LE S

(0]

o, 1 —!
O O1 CI

_a

c —Qaoc
n

Il
=
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Excursion into historical phonology

FIFTH CENTURY
Lenition of voiceless stops: [p, t, k] > [b, d, g] (LHEB {17)

MIDDLE OF THE SIXTH CENTURY
/i/ > /8/ (LHEB $11, $13)

EARLY SEVENTH CENTURY
[a] > [5] (LHEB {18; CIB {4)
Final a-affection (LHEB {37)
[a] > [d] > [1] (LHEB 19, {16)
Final i-affection (LHEB 19; CIB }6)
[0] > [u] > [&] (LHEB {12, £35)
/nd/ > /nn/ (LHEB {22; CIB {7)
spirantization (LHEB {42, {43)
Apocope (LHEB {37; CIB {11)

AFTER THE FIRST THIRD OF THE SEVENTH CENTURY
Syncope (LHEB 138; CIB {14)
Provection (LHEB {41)
[s] > [h] in initial position in native, i.e. not Latin, words (LHEB {44; CIB {15)
/yt/ > /18/ (LHEB 151; CIB 116)

for Indo-European Linguistics

43



N Pavia International Summer School

AN
£ ¥ = Universiteit Utrecht

N for Indo-European Linguistics

Excursion into historical phonology

EARLY EIGHTH CENTURY
Internal i-affection (LHEB {57, 64; CIB {17)

MIDDLE TO THE END OF THE EIGHTH CENTURY
[€] > [ui] (LHEB {24, 158; CIB {18)
[€] > [oi] (LHEB 23, 159; CIB {19)
New Quantity System (LHEB {54)

BEGINNING OF THE NINTH CENTURY (C. 800)
/y/ and /e/ > /ei/ or /4/ in accented (=final) syllables in West Brittonic
/@/ and /¢/ > /e/ in unstressed (= non-final) syllables in OW and > /ei/ if the /¢/ had arisen via internal i-affection caused by *i
Proto-Brittonic *isd, *esd, *iid, *eid > Late Proto-Brittonic *2id (LHEB {31, {47) [Later to MW aea but wy / _labials]
Pretonic /o/ > /o/ in Old Welsh
/3/ > /au/ in Old Welsh (LHEB {60; CIB {21)
/w/ > /gw/ initially (LHEB {66, 173, 176; CIB 122)
/mp, nt, nk/ > /mh, nh, nh/ in Old Welsh (LHEB 168, 171; CIB }23)
Svarabhakti (=epenthesis) in Old Welsh and SWBr. (LHEB }69; CIB }24)
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Nominals

Back to nouns!

MW also has a singulative suffix:
-yn (mostly masc.) and —en (mostly fem.)

moch ‘pigs’ => mochyn ‘a pig’

llygod ‘mice’ => llygoden ‘a mouse’
coed ‘a forest’ => coeden ‘a tree’
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Verbs

present
imperfect
subjunctive
past subjunctive

past

preterite

pluperfect
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Verbs

caraf carwn kereis carasswn
kery carut kereist carassut
car carei (carawd) carassei
carwn carem carassom carassem
kerwch carewch carassawch carassewch
carant kerynt carassant carassynt
impersonal kerir kerit carwyt carassit

A regular verb paradigm, the indicative

Celtic, Lecture 3: Middle Welsh

September 12, 2022 47



= B = Universiteit Utrecht

N}

car(h)wyf
ker(h)ych
car(h)o
car(h)om
car(h)och
car(h)ont

impersonal car(h)er

<<
'0)
=
o
)]

Present Subij.

car(h)wn
car(h)ut
car(h)ei
car(h)em
car(h)ewch
ker(h)ynt

ker(h)it

Pavia International Summer School
for Indo-European Linguistics

Imperative

car

caret

carwn

kerwch

carent

carer

A regular verb paradigm, the subjunctive and imperative
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Verbs

The historical morphology the verbal paradigms
« There are no longer synchronic verbal classes.
« Some endings come from specific (former) classes.

1sg caraf < *-ami (ambiguous)

2sg kery (older kerydd) < *-id < *eii < *-esi (absolute form)
3sg car < *-Vti (conjunct form)

1pl carwn is analogical

2pl kerwch is analogical

3pl carant < *-anti (absolute form)

Impersonal kerir < *-ir (i-verbs; not all details are clear)
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Verbs

The historical morphology the verbal paradigms
« There are no longer synchronic verbal classes.
« Some endings come from specific (former) classes.

1sg kereis < *kara-ss-i < *-as-t-uU

2sg kereist = 1sg + 2sg pronoun -t

3sg (carawd) is an analogical import; car < *kara-s-t would be expected
1pl carassom < *kara-ss-omV

2pl carrassawch < *kara-ss + 2pl pronoun

3pl carassant < *kara-ss-ant (absolute)

Impersonal carwyt unclear
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Verbs

Absolute and Conjunct
The system is no longer present in MW prose.
Poets as late as the 12th c. use the 3sg. endings consistently correctly.

3sg. pres. abs.: -it [-id], -yt [-1d], -(h)awd [-aud]

pereid y=rycheu. ny=phara
continue.3S.ABS the=furrows NEG=continue.3S.CONJ
a=’'e=goreu.

REL=3MS.ACC=make.PAST.3S

‘The furrows remain. The one who made them does not remain.’

pereid < *parahid < *para-sagiti-(e)ti
ny phara < *ni-ppara < *nid parahayid < *ni-(e)ti-parasagiti
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