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Course 5: Baltic

Lecture 1
General information, phonology
1. The Baltic languages. Classification. Relationship to Slavic and the Balto-Slavic hypothesis.
2. Historical attestation of Lithuanian, Latvian and Old Prussian. External contexts, language 
contacts. Quality and character of early extant texts.  
3. Phonetics and phonology of Baltic. 
4. Prosody. Pitch accents. Accent mobility. 
5. Ablaut. Inherited ablaut and innovative ablaut types in Baltic. 

Lecture 2
Verbal categories
1. The structure of verbal forms. Types of affixes. 
2. Person endings and indexing. The loss of number distinctions in the 3rd person.
3. The tense system: the simple tenses. Verb stems. Conjugations and semantic classes.
4. Non-finite verb forms. Periphrastic verb forms. 
5. Verbal aspect: the bounder-based aspect system.  
6. Voice constructions. The agentive construction and the passive. 
7. Reflexive and middle. Diachronic pathways. Types of middle constructions in Baltic. 
8. Transitivity alternations: Anticausatives vs causatives. 
9. Mood. The sources of the Lithuanian-Latvian irrealis (subjunctive). Imperatives-hortatives. 
Other modal forms. 
10. Evidentiality. Possible sources. 

Lecture 3
The noun phrase
1. Case. Shifts in the inherited case system. The secondary local cases in Old Lithuanian. The 
demise of the instrumental in Latvian and its consequences. Interesting usage types of cases: the 
partitive genitive, the genitive of negation, the predicative instrumental.  
2. Gender. The loss of neuter nouns. The status and functioning of neuter pronouns and adjectives.
3. Definiteness. The definite adjective. Origins, development. Its functions, types of definiteness, 
definiteness mismatches. 
4. Number. Noun phrases containing quantifiers and numerals.

Lecture 4
Syntax
1. The encoding of arguments, canonical and non-canonical.
2. Differential subject and object marking. 
3. Null subjects.
4. Word order. Clitics and their demise. 
5. Possessive constructions. External possession.
6. Infinitival constructions. Modal uses. Embedded infinitival clauses. 
7. Participial complementation.
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